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TEN THINGS I’VE LEARNED FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

On May 28th my son and I, along with and a team of helpers, loaded our 
belongings onto a U-Haul truck and drove from our home of nearly 
twenty years to our “new” (circa 1998) home in a subdivision just five 
miles away. We have spent the weeks since managing renovations, 
unpacking boxes, and settling into our new space. While I definitely 
wouldn’t recommend moving in the middle of a global pandemic, I will 
say that all the associated activities have been a welcome distraction 
from the constant barrage of news and negativity that has become a 
part of the “new normal” in American life since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

As a person who prefers to err on the side of caution, I haven’t been to 
a hair or nail salon, dined in a restaurant, or taught in my studio since 
the quarantine started mid-March. Most of my shopping is curbside 
pick-up or mail order, and all the concerts I had scheduled this year, 
along with my August recording session, have been postponed. My 
feelings towards all this run the gamut from minor irritation to bitter 
disappointment. At the same time, I recognize that these are merely 
blips on the radar scheme of my life; so many people have endured so 
much worse. My heart truly goes out to those who have battled illness, 
lost loved ones, or suffered financial devastation due to the events of 
the past several months. 

Of course, it hasn’t all been bad. I have enjoyed planning and preparing 
nutritious meals, spent countless hours buried in the pages of good 

Suwanee Academy 
of the Arts is looking 
for a piano teacher 
for virtual and in-
person lessons. 
Please contact 

Berneta Bock-Davis 
or Patty Etherton at 

678-482-6333.
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GCMTA  
Music Day  

The tentative date for 
GCMTA Music Day is 

Saturday, November 14, 
2020, at First Baptist Duluth. 
Stay tuned for more details. 

books, and discovered a few good television series and movies on 
various streaming sites. More important, I have had a few important 
lessons reinforced in the midst of all the mayhem. Here is the short 
list. 

1. My health is something to be cherished and protected. 
2. Handshakes and hugs are more valuable than gold. 
3. Giving of my time and energy to those who are less fortunate 

not only strengthens the community, it also increases my own 
sense of worth and well-being. Win-win! 

4. I can live better spending less, and I can do without many of 
the material things I once considered essential. 

5. Time and money invested in travel – seeing new places, 
exploring other cultures, meeting new people – was well 
spent. The only trips I regret are trips I didn’t take, and I look 
forward to traveling again just as soon as it safe to do. 

6. Being busy every minute of every day is not the same thing 
as being productive; it is okay to sit still and simply BE once 
in a while. 

7. It is important for me to be as positive and uplifting as 
possible when communicating with others; this is especially 
true when posting on social media and when conversing with 
others whose views do not necessarily coincide with my own. 

8. Supportive, positive, nurturing relationships are the most 
important thing; I will not hold space for critical, negative, 
toxic people in my life. 

9. Life is short and unpredictable. I will take at least one action 
every day to bring me closer to fulfilling my dreams. 

10. The value of music, in my own life and in the lives of my 
students, cannot be overestimated. 

Whether you’re teaching in-studio, online, or a combination, I wish 
you and your students a healthy and joyful academic year! Please let 
me know if there is anything GCMTA can do to help!  

Pam Asberry, GCMTA President 
pam.asberry@gmail.com 
  

Theory 
Exams 
Discussions are 
ongoing regarding the 
impact of COVID-19 
upon events and 
theory testing.   
Please check the 
website and future 
newsletters for 
updates.  

LOCAL AUDITIONS  

Local Audition Registration  

Deadline: January 15th, 2021 

Local Audition Date:  

February 13th, 2021 

Local Audition Fee:  

$25 per student 

If you have questions, please 
email Jiyeon Kwak at 
jiyeonatwell@me.com.

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:jiyeonatwell@me.com
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:jiyeonatwell@me.com


Gwinnett County Music Teachers Association August 2020

3

NFMC Membership News 

Senior (Teacher) Club Dues firm deadline August 14, 2020 
Senior dues are $10. Each teacher must pay $10 and an additional $10 for each ADULT student that will 
participate in the festival in February. These dues must be mailed by check, payable to GCMTA, to your 
district chair (see below) postmarked no later than Friday, August 14, or hand delivered to your chair in 
an envelope with both your name and the chair’s name on it, no later than 8:00 PM on Tuesday, August 18. 
No form is necessary, but provide name, address, city, zip, and email for yourself and each adult student. 

North Gwinnett Sr Club Central Gwinnett Sr Club 
Chair: Beth Ann Wise Chair: Michelle Peck 

6980 River Island Circle 2669 Snowshoe Bend 
Buford, GA. 30518 Bethlehem, GA 30620 
770-904-3974 404-735-0092 

Email: bwise3957@yahoo.com Email: michellenews@hotmail.com 
Date: February 20, 2021  Date: February 27, 2021 
Location: First Baptist Church, Duluth Location: Hebron Baptist Church, Dacula 

West Gwinnett Sr Club 
Chair: Becky Bonam 
          2188 Cannon Hill Rd. 
          Lilburn, GA 30047 
          770-375-8460 
Email: bbonam@berean-baptist.org 
Date: March 6, 2021 
Location: Berean Baptist Church, Lilburn, GA 

Junior (Student) Club Dues and Roster firm deadline September 15, 2020 
Junior Club Dues are $2.00. The Junior Keynotes subscription ($6.00) is mandatory for each teacher, and 
optional for each adult student.  Teachers are now required to register your junior clubs, pay 
junior dues, and submit junior club rosters online through the GFMC website  
(http://www.georgianfmc.org,).   
Once the teacher receives confirmation from GFMC, forward the receipts to district chairs.   

Online direction for Junior dues and roster– go to the GFMC website http://www.georgianfmc.org,  
click on “Membership”, then “Membership Forms.” Click on “Junior Club Registration.” Complete the 
information online. Where it asks for GFMC Senior Club and Festival, enter the name of your Senior Club 
(West, Central or North Gwinnett). You are the counselor of your Junior Club; please print your complete 
name. The name of your Junior Club should be the same as what was submitted last year. 

At the bottom of the form, you must type in the ROSTER of your students. The site may not allow you to 
print your roster when you are finished, so make sure to “screen print” if needed. Follow the instructions 
for paying online by credit card. Remember that the deadline to complete this online form and pay junior 
dues online is September 15. 

It is VERY important that you notify your Senior Club/Festival Chair that you enrolled and paid junior 
dues online and provide the number of Junior Club students on your roster. 

mailto:bwise3957@yahoo.com
mailto:michellenews@hotmail.com
http://www.georgianmfc.org/
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GCMTA Programs 2020-2021 
We have an exciting lineup of speakers for the 2020-21 GCMTA year!  Put these dates 
on your calendar now so that you can enjoy these wonderful programs.  The September  
meeting will be via Zoom, and the other meetings are TBD.  Stay tuned for updates. 

Cathy Thacker, NCTM 

September 23, 2020 
Dr. Grace Huang, NCTM, will speak to us about  
Teaching the 21st-Century Student: Useful Tools & Resources for a New Year.   
As the school year begins, we take a moment to assess our own needs and the needs of today’s student. From 
developing a healthy mindset, to mental skills and mindfulness for the well-rounded young musician, to exploring more 
ways of bridging the gap between technology and student practice, this presentation offers practical tools for the  
21st-century studio. 

October 28, 2020 
Come celebrate the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth year!  David Watkins, NCTM, a certified master teacher from 
Atlanta, will present a program about Beethoven’s Transition from the Classical Period to the Romantic Period.   
Some Beethoven-themed door prizes will be the icing on the birthday cake! 

November 18, 2020 
Dr. Martha Thomas and Dr. Pete Jutras from the University of Georgia will discuss  
How to Prepare Your Students for Debussy.   
This engaging session introduces elementary and intermediate repertoire that establishes a solid foundation for the 
techniques, touches, and sounds found in Debussy’s works.  Through live demonstration and score analysis, teachers will 
see how they can help students effectively learn the skills and techniques needed to play in this style. 

January 27, 2021 
The annual brunch meeting is a favorite for many of us!  Come ready to play a game or share some teaching tips, and 
bring a dish to share for a potluck style meal. 

February 24, 2021 
In conjunction with Black History month, Portia Hawkins, NCTM, will present a program on  
African-American Composers.   

March 24, 2021 
The annual Master Class features students from the previous Music Day event.  These students are recommended by the 
judges of Music Day.  Dr. Jerico Vasqez from Shorter University is the clinician. 

May 19, 2021 
Please attend the May meeting to 
discover who the 2021 GCMTA 
Teacher of the Year is.  This meeting 
will feature a catered lunch and the 
installation of the 2021-23 officers. 
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