
Vampires!! These mythical creatures come 

to living people and suck the life out of 

them.  It bewilders me why Hollywood is so 

enamored of making movies about them 

because I don’t care for them or any 

entertainment that includes them.   So why 

are vampires – an imaginary creature - a 

topic for my letter to you, the Gwinnett 

County Music Teachers Association?  Well, 

I see I got your attention!  I wanted to warn 

us all to beware of being a musical vampire! 

 As I reflect on each of us as individual 

teachers who come into very close contact 

on a regular basis with our students, I am 

amazed at the privilege we have to teach 

music, mostly one on one.  Being so close 

really enables us to make a deep impact. 

(There’s a pun in there!) We can either 

build and give life or tear down and drain 

the vitality out of our students. We don’t 

want to be a musical vampire and siphon the 

hope that each student has.  I believe anger, 

impatience, bullying or fear should not have 

a place in our studio’s training.  Instead we 

should strive to pump life into our music 

students by speaking affirming words, 

showing patience, practicing self-control, 

laughing and outwardly exhibiting 

joy.  These will give life into our students 

and their music.   Overcome the life-

draining practice of constantly being critical 

or boring, only pointing out the deficiencies 

or mistakes.  Instead instill life through 

giving encouragement, smiles, variety, 

creativity and pointing out the good!  Of 

course, we need to correct and train but 

these can be done in an atmosphere that 

doesn’t belittle or discourage. Our reactions 

to each learner and their performances will 

make the difference to their musical health! 

We desire to make life-long music lovers 

not kill that love with heavy critiques.  For 

every performance there is surely something 

good to be said about it!  I believe a positive 

teachers looks for the accomplishments as well 

as, offers the corrections.  We teach people not 

music.  Your students will care about what you 

say if they know you care about them!  

 In the same way our GCMTA group also can 

be affected. I am so very grateful that GCMTA 

is an actively healthy group! A presenter at a 

former meeting said that we are 

‘legendary’!   Woohoo GCMTA!!  This is 

because we have so many wonderful events and 

programs that encourage our members, students 

and community!  We are very much alive and 

well thanks to our wonderfully involved and 

caring membership. But I am aware that this 

organization’s health could easily suffer at the 

grips of vampires, as well.  My challenge to us 

all that we each strive earnestly to keep 

GCMTA a vital organization – dynamic and 

prosperous!  The answer is for us to continue 

being a positive force by participating, 

encouraging and keenly seeking the best for 

GCMTA.  If there is a need, then we are to be 

part of the solution.  We are to help and seek to 

work with the group and not against it.  This 

will defeat any ‘vampiring’ that may 

occur!  Let’s continue strong in the grand and 

glorious tradition that is GCMTA life!!  

 So whether we are teaching solo or working 

with other teachers in our GCMTA activities, 

let’s kill any ‘vampire’ habits so that the music 

we each are planting in this next generation can 

thrive and bloom! I hope 

you sink your teeth into 

that! (Sorry – I couldn’t help 

myself! LOL) 

  

- Deb Hughes  
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The registration deadline is quickly approaching for Music Day!  

Registration will be online through our website, http://

www.gcmta.org, and the deadline to enter is October 10.  The entry 

fee is $22 per student; if students are entering in multiple 

instruments, there is a $10 fee per additional instrument.  Each 

teacher should make one check for all entries payable to Gwinnett 

County Music Teachers Association (GCMTA), and mail the check 

to Cathy Thacker, 2603 Twilight View, Snellville, GA 30078.  A $25 

teacher processing fee is assessed on teachers whose names are not 

listed in the 2014-15 GCMTA Directory, unless the teacher has 

joined GCMTA for the first time this year. 

 

Music Day is set for Saturday, November 15, 2014, at First Baptist Church of Duluth.  Music Day is a competitive 

event for all instruments in grades 4-12, and winners are awarded $30 cash prizes.  There are multiple winners per 

grade level based on the number of entrants.  K5 through 3rd grade students may also play, but for ratings only.  All 

instruments, including voice, are welcome to enter.  Please refer to the Directory for all Music Day guidelines. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Thacker at cbt88@bellsouth.net or by phone at (770)978-3708. 

GCMTA  Music Day 
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Tour of the Website Part 2 
Do you need to get in touch with someone about an upcoming event but don’t know who to contact? Just visit our 

Officers or Committees pages on the website. You can find them under the “About” tab. The Committees page is 

password protected, so make sure you know the user name and password. 

 

Do you want to check on Treasury information? Click on the Treasury tab. Our main page contains only general 

information, but if you click on the “Reports’ heading on the page, you will be taken to our member-only 

information via the user name and password. 

 

Not getting GCMTA email and newsletters? 

 

Are you missing important emails from GCMTA? A check of our mailing list shows 

that some members have not confirmed their email address and are listed as 

‘pending’ on the list and will not get member emails. This is a problem only you can 

fix. Please re-register for the mailing list by going to the home page and entering 

your information under the heading: Membership to the member mailing list. Submit 

your information. The next step is the one only you can do. Check your email for a 

confirmation request and read it carefully. You must respond to this email (click on a 

link) to agree to be on the list. If you do not do this you are not on the list and will 

not get important email communications from GCMTA.  
 

http://www.gcmta.org/
http://www.gcmta.org/
mailto:cbt88@bellsouth.net


All of us want to grow and learn personally and professionally 

in order to strengthen our students. As members of Gwinnett 

Music Teachers Association, our dues help provide us the 

opportunity to hear guest lecturers present a variety of topics 

pertinent to our studios. I encourage you to make a commitment 

to attend every meeting this year. You will learn tips that will 

improve your teaching, and you will be encouraged by 

fellowship with other teachers. 

Don’t miss the treat this month! Join us October 22rd for our 

program, “Keys to Improvisation,” presented by Kathy 

Morris. Some of you may have had the opportunity to hear  

Kathy at last year’s state convention. She is most engaging as 

she demonstrates a very straight forward, easy to use harmonic 

formula which can serve as a backdrop for teaching 

improvisation to our students as well as providing us with a tool 

that encourages our own confident, creative playing…no score 

necessary! She uses both a chordal and a melodic approach. 

Mrs. Morris, an MTNA Nationally Certified Teacher, has over 

25 years of experience teaching private piano lessons. After 

completing her degree in Church Music from Shorter College, 

Kathy returned to her grandfather’s historic home in Columbus 

and established The Music Studio. She is an active member and 

past president of Columbus MTA as well as having served as 

secretary of GMTA under our own Susan Andrews. In 

addition to her MTNA membership, Kathy is also a member 

of the National Guild of Piano Teachers. For over 15 years she 

has served her home church, Eastern Heights Baptist, in 

numerous musical capacities. Nine years ago Kathy founded 

The Church Music Academy, a non-profit music school to 

teach musicians the skills needed to lead worship.  

Come join us Wednesday, October 22. Look forward to seeing 

you there!  

October Meeting — Mary Ann McTier, Programs Chair 

As you prepare to choose music for Federated Festival, please take 

note of the important rules and guidelines as you read the General 

Rules located in the Federated Bulletin on p. 1-6.  Some of us need to 

be reminded of important information even though we may have 

participated in the past.  Following are some rules that tend to be 

overlooked: 

1.  Entrants who receive a Superior must progress to a higher class, 

and if less than Superior can repeat the class only one time, unless 

noted otherwise. 

2.  Juniors playing in the Pre-Primary Class must NOT have reached 

their ninth birthday on the day of Festival.  Pre-Primary entrants may 

remain in the same class for a maximum of two years. 

3.  Photo-copying is prohibited. 

4.  Required compositions must be taken from the current Bulletin.  

Choice compositions must not appear in the Bulletin.  

5.  PP and P1 compositions must be at least twelve measures long, not 

including repeats.  Beginning with P2 all choice compositions must 

be at least sixteen measures in length.  

6.  In E1 and above the choice composition must be an original piece 

from a non-American composer. 

7.  Required and Choice music must represent the same level of 

musicianship.  

8.  Hymns, Folk Songs, or arrangements are not acceptable choice 

pieces for Piano Solo. 

9.  Remind your students to bring their music on Festival Day!  

If you have any questions that are not covered above or in the 

Bulletin, feel free to contact myself or your chairman.  You can help 

make our job much easier by carefully considering your choices.    

 Thank You, 

Judy Harper 

Thank you to our door greeters for 2014-2015!  

As you know, the church requires that we keep the 

doors locked for the safety of the children who are in 

the building. Therefore, we have a few volunteers 

who have graciously agreed to open the door and 

greet us with a friendly smile as we arrive for 

meetings. Thank you to the following members:  

October:  

 9:20 Tina Darden, 9:40 Mary Marshall Dekkers 

February:  

9:20 Deb Hughes, 9:40 Cathy Thacker 

March:  

9:20 Janet Will, 9:40 Susan Andrews 

NOTE: If you arrive to the meeting after 10:00, 

please tap on the choir room window and someone 

will come let you in. The church has asked that we 

not ring the bell to be let in through the church office. 

Thank you! 

Federated Notes 
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As a reminder, please refrain from conversation or moving around 

the room once the program begins. Just as we teach our students to 

be good audience members when they attend a concert, so we 

should be polite and respectful of those who are speaking to our 

group, be it officers, fellow members or, and maybe especially, a 

guest lecturer. We all love to fellowship and we often have 

business matters to discuss. Please use the time before or after the 

meeting/program to have these conversations. Thank you. 



PURPOSE: This award is to encourage and reward excellence 

& effectiveness in teaching, as well as, to give honor and 

recognition of continuing high quality service done for the good 

of GCMTA.  

Secondarily, it is intended to create as many media 

opportunities to increase the visibility and importance of 

GCMTA and music education to the general public.   

One GCMTA Teacher of the Year Award will be given 

annually to a GCMTA member.  

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR NOMINEES: 

1) Current Officers (President, Vice-president, Secretary, 

Treasurer) are not eligible for the Teacher of the Year (TOTY) 

Award.  They are to serve as the TOTY Committee along with 

the Advisor (recent Past President) who will collectively make 

the selection of the winner. 

  

2) Nominations for the TOTY Award may be solicited from the 

Committee Members.  Current GCMTA members may 

nominate one candidate each. Individual GCMTA members 

may not nominate themselves. 

  

3) Nominees will be considered based on the submission of the 

nominating form to the Committee by December 1 of each 

year. Announcement of the TOTY will be made at the annual 

May meeting where the TOTY Award will be given. Any fee 

associated with the luncheon at the May meeting will be also 

given as part of the TOTY Award. 

  

NOMINEE: 

1) The Nominee must be a currently paid GCMTA member 

who has been responsible for chairing a committee and/or 

having served as an officer of GCMTA.  

 

2) Excellence, innovation, dedication and effectiveness should 

have been demonstrated in the leadership of the Nominee in 

his/her respective role based on quality, not quantity of roles. 

 

3)The Nominee may be nominated if they are no longer  

currently serving as a chairman or in a leadership capacity. 

 

4) Excellence as exhibited by students’ music 

achievements while under the Nominee’s 

tutelage will also be part of the Committee’s 

decision.  Such information will be necessary on 

the nominating form.  Performance of the 

Nominee’s students in all music arenas & 

competitions will be taken into consideration.  

 

5)The decision of the TOTY Committee is final.  

GCMTA Teacher of the Year Award 

The Ensemble Extravaganza WILL go on! Chairperson Nora Martin and her assistant Pam 

Asberry are in the early stages of planning this year's event, scheduled for April 25, 2015 at 

Harmony Grove United Methodist Church in Lilburn, Georgia. Look for updated information 

on the website soon!  
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Last year Marge Engle won our first Teacher of the Year 

(TOTY) award!  We are so proud of her lifelong love and ser-

vice to music education and her many accomplishments.  We 

give her our most hearty congratulations but now are looking 

forward to the nominations for our next TOTY.  The nomination 

form is online. It is due December 1 so start the brain engine 

thinking about who would be the next TOTY winner!  

Ensemble Extravaganza 

GMTA Auditions 

GCMTA is included in Region 1.  The Region 1 Coordinator is 

Ping Xu, and the location will again be Brenau University, 

Gainesville, GA.  Regional Auditions will be held on Saturday, 

March 28, 2015. 

GMTA State Auditions will be held at the University of Geor-

gia, Athens, GA.  College Piano, Voice, and Instrumental Audi-

tions will be held on Saturday, April 11, 2015.  Pre-College Pi-

ano and all Concerto entries (Piano & Instrumental) will be held 

on Saturday, April 18, 2015.  

If you have questions concerning Auditions, please contact 

Cathy Thacker at cbt88@bellsouth.net.  

mailto:cbt88@bellsouth.net


COME to the GMTA conference November 6-8!  

It is easy – you can register online! 

It is close- Clayton State College! 

It is informative – keynote speakers are topnotch!  

It is beautiful – the guest musicians will impress you! 

It is fun – you get to schmooze with other music teachers!  

It is exciting – our Robin Engleman is going in as the new State President! 

It is tasty – food is prepared, served to you and then cleaned up!  

It is musical – we ALL want more of that! 

It is educational – our own David Peoples and Asberry/Hardy duo are presenting! 

It is exciting – you could win valuable prizes!  

It is relaxing – it’s a break from your usual routine! 

It is worth it – you couldn’t get all of this stuff for such a low price!  

  

Go to GMTA’s website for more information and details – SEE YOU THERE!! 

GCMTA’s own Asberry & Hardy will be 

performing at the GMTA State conference on 

Friday, November 7 at 9:30 am. The presentation 

is titled: Dynamic Duos: Performance and Practice 

Techniques for Duo Pianists. 

Asberry & Hardy will also be the presenter at the 

GCMTA November meeting at PianoWorks in 

Duluth.  

The programs will be different at each 

performance, so you won’t want to miss either of 

them! 

facebook.com/AsberryHardyTwoPianos 

twitter.com/AsberryHardy 

 

GMTA State Conference 
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October 10: GCMTA Music Day 

(formerly Fall Festival) registration 

deadline 

October 22: GCMTA meeting  

November 3-6: MTNA-GA Competitions, Clayton State 

University, Morrow, Georgia  

November 6-8: GMTA State Conference, Clayton State 

University, Morrow, Georgia  

November 15: GCMTA Music Day (formerly Fall Festival), 

First Baptist Church of Duluth  

November 19: GCMTA meeting,9:45 a.m., PianoWorks  

December: No meeting or newsletter  

December 13: Fry's Performance Day  

2015   

January 10: Federated Festival Application Deadline 

January 28: GCMTA Brunch meeting, 1123 Dogwood Rd, 

Snellville, GA ; GCMTA Local Auditions Application Deadline  

February 7: Central Federated Festival,  

Berean Baptist Church, Lilburn  

February 14: North Federated Festival, First Baptist of Duluth  

February 14: West Federated Festival, 

Berean Baptist Church, Lilburn  

February 25: GCMTA meeting, Lawrenceville Church of God  

February 28: Local Auditions, Berean Baptist Church, Lilburn  

March 21: Jr./Sr. Scholarship Auditions, PianoWorks, Duluth  

March 21-25: MTNA Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada  

March 25: GCMTA meeting and Master Class,  

Lawrenceville Church of God  

March 28: GMTA Regional Auditions,  

Brenau University, Gainesville  

April 4: Registration deadline for  

Ensemble Extravaganza Concert  

April 11: GMTA State Auditions for College, Instrument, and 

Voice, University of Georgia, Athens, GA  

April 18: GMTA State Auditions for Pre-College and Concerto, 

University of Georgia, Athens, GA  

April 22: Executive Board meeting , 9:45 a.m., 2937 Moorings 

Parkway, Snellville 

April 25: Ensemble Extravaganza 

May 3: Ensemble Extravaganza Concert, Harmony Grove 

Methodist Church, Lilburn 

May 13: GCMTA Luncheon Meeting, Grace Fellowhip Church, 

1400 Dogwood Road, Snellville, GA 30078  

June 30: MTNA Dues Deadline for 2014-2015 

GMTA Achievement Theory Exam 

 at Music Day 

 

THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY FOR  

STUDENTS TO TAKE THE GMTA  

ACHIEVEMENT THEORY TEST IS 

 ON MUSIC DAY ON  

NOVEMBER 15, 2014.  
Students may take the same test or the next level. Fee per test 

is $10.00.  

For more details, please refer to the GCMTA Website and/or 

the GCMTA Directory.   

Application forms and sample tests are found on the GMTA 

website.  

 

 

Georgia Auditions Theory Examination: GATE 

All pre-college piano students (grades 4-11) participating in 

Local Auditions as well as all pre-college piano (grade 12) 

and piano concerto students are required to take the GATE 

at Local Auditions on  

February 28, 2015.   

There will be no fee (this year only).  

Please additional information please go to the GCMTA website 

and/or the GCMTA Directory. 

For GATE curriculum, please refer to http://

www.georgiamta.org/studentActivities-theory.php Login with: 

User name: georgia Password: music Click on student 

activities.  
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Calendar of Events 

GMTA Theory Tests 

http://georgiamta.org/studentActivities-theory.php
http://www.georgiamta.org/studentActivities-theory.php
http://www.georgiamta.org/studentActivities-theory.php


Georgia Music Teachers Association  

  www.georgiamta.org                                

 Music Teachers National Association     

 www.mtna.org 

Gwinnett County Music Teachers Association       

www.gcmta.org 

 

GCMTA extends our most 

sympathetic condolences to BJ 

Sutherland on the passing of her 

husband, John, who was a guitar 

instructor at Georgia State and 

member of GCMTA.   

Odds & Ends 

GCMTA  NEWS 

Debra Hughes, President 

bndhughes@comcast.net 

If you have information that needs to go in the newsletter, please email it to gcmtamail@gmail.com. 

Label your email with “newsletter” in the subject line. You can also call me at 678-985-9302. Please 

send me your information as you want it worded in the newsletter, and have it to me by the 1st of the 

month. Please try not to do too much formatting on your information (spacing, tabs, etc.) Leave that up 

to me. Thank you!                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                   Natalie Hardy 

Cathy Thacker is now a Nationally 

Certified Teacher of Music in Piano from 

the Music Teachers National Association.  

Certification requires successful 

completion of numerous teaching and 

performance projects which are then 

examined by MTNA evaluators.  

Approximately 15% of Gwinnett County 

Music Teachers Association members are 

nationally certified.  Cathy is the 

immediate past president of Gwinnett 

County MTA and has a private piano 

studio where she teaches students of all 

ages.   

  

http://www.georgiamta.org/
http://www.mtna.org/

